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The advent of electric
vehicles and other more
friendly
vehicles is surely upon us,
especially given the rising

price of petrol.

environmentally

Perhaps it is more than time
for governments to
become the driving force
for change
instead of yielding to the
politically safe views of the

in this area

past and present. We need

carbon reduction goals

and projects now, not
many years into the future
and this is an area where
real
made that would greatly

impro ve the environment.

changes could be

the
investment in

time for
this

Now is

technology!
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Editorial

1 dm back with
feel and for maf
Wa l k on the
Hopefully this will now

become a regular news -
letter of events and

happenings at

kevinswilderness.com, as
well as a being vehicle for

providing wilderness news,

reviews of relevant web

sites and lots more.

In this issue things will be
quite different to how they

were back in issue 14,
which  was back in
September 2006. | think a
quick | ook at the newsletter

The message boards at
kevinswilderness.com have
been given a complete
overhaul. In fact nothing
remains the same as | have
deleted the previous
boards to take up an
option on site.

There now exists an option
for subscribers and visitors
to create our own little
community to share news,
experience, travel stories,
tips, etc O just about

anything to do with
traveling in the Gr eat
Outdoors really!

I dm | ooking for
from all and sundry on the
boards, as well as the
possibility of getting to
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will bear that fact out soon
enough.

What can you expect in
this issue? Well there will be
a trip back in time to some
journey | made, along with
photos of the trip. There will
also be some useful web
sites and reviews that | think
will be of great help to you
during your planning for
trips into the wilds and/or
while your actually doing
the trip itself.

| dm hoping t
some of the areas of my
own web site as well, which

know others who share a
love of wilderness and the
Great Outdoors, especially

here in Australia. So why
not have a look at the

message boards and begin

posting today (or as soon
as you like).

Visit the message boards
at:

http://kevinswilderness.com

lyabb/YaBB.pl

So why did | change
boards? Well, having the
message boards on site
allows them to be free of
advertisements and
hopefully I can control the
SPAM more effectively this
way as well.

on the
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| think may be useful or of
interest to visitors.

| dd e lto e able to

include contributions from

others as well & perhaps a
brief description of a walk

you went on, a holiday or

some experiences you had

in the wilds of Australia or
beyond. So if you have

something to contribute,

please let me know at:

nrbcpastorkev@yahoo.co
m.au

Enjoy the look

newsletter J

new

Having the boards on site
increases their longevity as

well, as nothing gets
deleted without my input.

Having the boards on site is
just  so much
convenient for all and |
know they will be as
accessible as the web site

no drop outs of service,
etc.

So again, please feel free
to pop on by the message

boards and begin posting

as often as you like, when
you like 8 | look forward to
hearing from you J
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ORealistically it would seem
unlikely that the Japanese
will stop whaling anytime

soon. 6

Wilderness News

| don& have a lot to put
here at the moment as |

haven & really thought
about what |  should

include. Over coming issues

of the newsletter there

should be heaps of
information to add t o the
newsletter here.

In the final issue of the
newsletter before the long
break, | include d a story
about the Steve Irwin death
and memorial  outside
Australia Zoo. Since then it
has been interesting to
watch the rise o f Bindi Irwin
to international celebrity
status. Bindi now has an
action figure and her name

is now associated with
Australia Zoo in the same
way as her father & name
was. Some have said that
this young girl is being
exploited and rushed into
adulthood 0 perhaps there
is some truth to this, but it
doesn@ seem to be
harming her too much.

Steve® son @ob6 was
recently bitten by a baby
Cobra (he is four) and
reports have it that he was
really excited ¢&o have his
first hitd and be like his
father. Now t h a tmdre of
a worry | would have
thought.

Speaking of Steve Irwin 8

the ship named after him
by the Sea Shepherd group
(environmental action
group) & has also been in
the news of late as it
harasses the Japanese
whaling fleet in the  South
Pacific and Southern
Ocean. The  Australian
government has also been
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involved in the anti -whaling
efforts now that there has
been a change of
government. Realistically it
would seem unlikely that
the Japanese will stop
whaling anytime soon.

It was also recently
reported that the
Hammerhead Shark will be
placed on the endangered

list as numbers are now
plummeting rapidly. Why?
Because these too are
being hunted relentlessly
for their fins so that fin soup
can be made in Asia. There
are qui te a number of shark
species that are now

rapidly declining.

In good news the drought
across Australia seems to
be finally giving way to
bette r times resulting in far
better river flows acr oss
NSW and Queensland in
particular. The health of our
rivers has desperately

needed the rain as

environmental flows so -
called have hardly been

enoug h to keep our rivers
from dying J

ABOVE: View from Corker Mountain

ABOVE: Taking a Dip in the Williams River
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In October 1996 | went on a bushwalking and camping trek
across the Barrington Tops. | had organised the trip with four
friends and we were to carry everything we needed for the
expedition 9 tents, clothes, food, cooking gear, etc.

The route of the trip w as to more or less follow the first half of
the 6Tops to Myal/l Heri tage Wal k
Our trip was to last for about 8 days or so.

Our journey began by travelling from Stratford to the Barrington
Guesthouse, which is found at the foo t o f CoérReh,ed b e
Lagoon Pinch. Once begun, our f
a steep climb up the  Corker Mountain t o j ust bel
Peak. This would be the most difficult part of the trek, especially

given the fact that we had fully laden back packs and we
would be travelling up hill all day.

Our journey up the mountain included a BBQ, a welcome dip

in the Williams River and some wonderful views across the
mountains. As night close in around us and with tired legs, we
decided to make camp befor e we had even reached our first
dayods destination. We al/|l sl ept

The next morning | decided to see how far off the official
camping area was 8 | soon found it a couple of hundred
metres away, just around the corner. We would have had
access to water if we had kept moving d never mind .

led to the 1t
main track

From here we travel
a25kmdetour

on the Barrington River.

from the

ABOVE: Careyds Hut on Car
Careyds Peak pertarifid vibwesdovestioenmountains
and on it we found Careyds Hut (
these days).

On another trip to Careyds Peak

hail while making the climb to the summit. Hoping for shelter in
the hut | was disapp ointed to find the hut in a terrible
condition.

kevinswilderness .com dKevi nd s

ABOVE: View from Careyd
From Careyf6s Peak we made t he
pretty quickly and on arrival we were looking forward to a

dip. However, after a couple of walkers made the mistake

of divi ng in (it was very, very, very cold) and | had someone

pour water over my head (caused immediate severe pain

to my head @ itwas so cold), the dip option was put to one

side and we put up out tents.

That night at The Big Hole proved to be extremely cold, w ith
the morning revealing thick ice everywhere, especially on

the tents. Some of us opted to stay near the fire most of the
night in a vain attempt to stay warm. We must have used
every bit of firewood we could find that night and we were

glad to move on f or the next stage of our journey.

ABOVE: The Big Hole

NOTE:To be continued in the next newsletter.
For more visit:

http://www.kevinswilderness.com/NSW/trek.html J
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BELOW:Photos from the Barrington Tops Trek

ABOVE:Sy dney

Bl ue Gums at oOT

The Barrington Tops Trek was a 120 km plus slog over the
Barrington Tops from the Barrington Guesthouse to north of

Cravennear t he O6Log

Dump.d The wal k

The Big Hole on the Barrington River, Gloucester Tops and

Gloucester River Falls.

| have recently come
across a web site that may
be of interest to some
travelers in Australia,
especially for those who
seem to always need a visit
to the loo & which frustrates
many drivers and travelling
compani ons.
reviewing is found at:

Th

http://www.toiletmap.gov.
au/

I once knew a girl who
seemed to view it as a
requirement that she visit
every toilet she came
across in national parks,
country towns, etc. Perhaps
she is the mastermind of this
web site, but then again
probably not, as she liked
to give a review of each
one 0 whi ch i snd
here. Perhaps a 1 or 2 scale
could be used to review
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| havendt
travelling in the last couple

of months (apart from
going to work and back)
and donot have
travel plans for some time.
This is chiefly because | am
in a relatively new job and
dondét yet have
allotments.

This being so, | still hope to
do a little bit of travelling
around the region in which

I now live and a little  further
afield during Easter.

My immediate goal by way
of getting back into the
bush is to simply explore
around Mt.  Alum at
Bulahdelah (I currently live
at Bulahdelah) and a few
other areas between Tea
Gardens and Taree, as well
as between Bulahdelah
and Gloucester. This area is
roughly what | regard as my
local area and will provide
opportunities for some short
visits and exploration.

| had planned a longer trip

into the Barrington Tops for
Easter, but this is looking
unlikely now and | may

each loo, but that could be
confusing @ labeling a toilet
a number 1 or a number 2.

In case you have guessed
yet, the web site h as to do
with toilets or more
specifically, where they are
actually located around
Australia 8 public toilets
that is.

If you are on the open road

nds Wal k on the

Page 4 of 6

done

Wi

consider some thing else 8
but time is quickly running
out with Easter soon to be
here.

Some of the areas that |

may be able to visit in the

short term include areas
around Myall Lakes
National Park, The Glen in
Craven State Forest and of
course Mt. Alum, which

dominates the Bulahdelah
skyline.

The other thing which is
impacting on any travel
plans at the moment is the
continuing wet weather,
which as caused pretty
much every stream in the
area to break its banks at
some point in recent
memory. There has now
been months o f wet
weather, with still more
expected to come 0 still, it
is better than the seven
year drought that is now
breaking across the
country.

In the short term, stay tuned
for news of a journey to Mt.
Alum J

it may just be useful to
know where the nearest
toilet is, especially if you
happen to be travelling
with my before mentioned
friend.

The site even has location
maps for you, in case you
arendt sure ju

need to go (no pun
intended) J
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