ISUE 11: APRIL 2005

Welcome to the 11th isaue of ‘Kevin's Walk on the Wildside,” an ezne with a focus on wildernessin
Australia, but also areas throughout the world. Having hed a quick look at the web site it has become
obvious to me that isue 10 ddn’'t make it to the site - so | guessthere ae two issues being put up on the
web on thisoccasion. I'm not redly sure how | managed that (or didn’t manage it as the cae may be).

Inthisisae | have abit of alook at keguing ‘Y abhies' as pets. I’'m not so much into the ‘normal’ pets sich
as cas (environmental pests), dogs and goldfish. Give me something of an alternative pet type, like the
Y abby for example. I'm aso keen on keeping frogs and reptil es as pets as well, thoughyou need alicense
for these and can only acquire your spedmens from registered breeders. How much more interesting to set
up asmall ‘emsystem’ and watch the antics of some adual wildlife - espedally those that are native!

Anyone have awy interesting retive pets out there? I'd love to hea from you and share your experiences
throughthe eine.

My view? Well, isn't it one way that we can ensure the long term survival of Australia s wildlife, espedally
given that escaped pets are caising such havoc to it? Well, it’s worth a thought if nothing else.

If you have ay feedbadk on the site please let me know about it. All you have to dois ®nd an email to me
at the aldressbelow:

nrbcpastorkev@yahoo.com.au

CONTENTS:

Kevin's WildernessBlog

Kevin's WildernessJourneys. Web Site
Y abbies as Pets

WildernessNews

My Latest Travel Plans

Oxfam Challenge Nepal Trek: 1-14 May 2006
Kevin's WildernessWalkers Mail Group
The WildernessSociety - Australia

. Australian World Heritage Areas

10. Other Interesting Web Sites

11 Subscribe/Unsubscribe Information

©CoNOTAWNE

1. KEVIN'SWILDERNESSBLOG:

| have ablog now on the site - a placefor leaving any thoughts or comments concerning preparations for
future trips, wil dernessnews, etc. Just go to the site’ s front page ad click on the link to the blog. It redly is
as smple asthat.

Thiswill be where | begin to leave thoughts about upcoming trips, unlessthey happen suddenly like the last
few that | have taken. What | will add to the Blog in days to come will be the adua journey journal entries
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that | wrote on my last trip - not they are particularly exciting or reveding. Thisonly covers July 2-8, 2004-
or the period of my last trip. The two trips prior to that | had forgotten to write in my journal (only a new
thing for me you sed. Hopefully it will become more interesting with future trips.

Any of my readers have an online Blog or Journal that records their trips and experiences? If you have, send
me an email and let me know. I'll addalinkto it on the site, aswell as have alook at it myself.

2. KEVIN'SWILDERNESSJOURNEYS:
Web Site

Not a lot has happened on the web site in recent
times. | have been busy updating my family
history site, getting al the photos easily accessed
from the site without having to register at a photo
hosting siteto doso.

Still, 1 have some plans for the mming weeks
including the beginning of content relatingto ather
wild places throughout the world.

Visit the web site at:
http://wildernessesmartweb.com/index.html

3. YABBIESASPETS

Interested in some stranger than usual pets? Why not try the “Yabby? "What is a Yabby?,' | hear our
American friends ask. You would have thought with Roy and H. G. Nelson instructing the Yanks on all
things Australian they would know the answer to that by now (Yes, | can hea them now asking who Roy
and H. G. are)!

Yabby is the Australian common name for Australian freshwater crayfish. We adually have aout 100
spedes of freshwater crayfish Down Under, with the name Yabby referring spedficdly to the Cherax
destructor spedes of Australian freshwater crayfish which are naturally found in the eatern states of
Australia. Yabbies typicdly grow to about 130mm (about 5 inches), though some will grow to about 200-
250mm. Depending on the mlour of the water they are found in, Y abbies can be brown, dark green, bluish
and even white.

Why keg Yabbies as pets? Well apart from being rea indestructible, tolerating the poarest of water
conditions in the wild and nedling littl e cae in captivity apart from the occasiona feed, they can be quite
interesting credures to okserve. | aways like to watch freshwater crayfish in the wild when | come acoss
them in mountain streams or slow runring freshwater creeks. Mind you we dso found a large number of
them in a sedimentation pit we were deaning out at work as well, both adults and immature spedmens.
Being territorial and burrowers, as well as extremely essy to breed, they make grea spedmens for a
freshwater aguatic tank.

Yabhies will destroy al your efforts to grow plants and if you keep fish with them they will ea the fish.
They will aso find any posgble way to climb out of their tank, so alid is pretty much a necessty.

Y abhies prefer vegetative meds, so you can simply feed them the occasional vegetable peding (organicdly
grown), thin dice of vegetable (potato, pumpkin or carrot) and kegp some old led littl e in the tank as well .
They also should have ashelter in the form of a small hollow log, which adually doubles as something for
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them to climb. Adding to the interest level is that they will moult from time to time, usually once ayea in
adults.

For more information visit:
http://www.blueyabby.com/TheY abby.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/creaturefeatures/facts’yabby.htm

4. WildernessNews
Australia: New South Wales - Bush Clearing Halted?

Audtralia is fadng a masdve aisis in the form of land cleaing. Well over 500 000hedares of Australian
bushland is cleaed every yea. This places us well into the top ten land cleaing countries of the world.
Most of this land is cleared for agricultural and rural purpaoses. To put this problem a little more into
perspedive, what do these 500 000hedares redly represent?

These large trads of land represent not only areas of previously non-utilised bushland, but also all of the
native animal and bird spedes that rely on these aeas for survival. In other words, milli ons of native
animals and hirds die eab yea as aresult of land cleaing asimportant habitat and feeding grounds are lost
to them forever - driving more spedes to extinction or the brink of extinction in Australia. It is thought that
some 100 milli on reptiles are lost every yea as a result of land cleaing! How can Australia @ntinue to
sustain these |osses?

Further till a doser look at these terrible pradices reved that salinity is growing at ever increasing rates as
adired result of land cleaing and the rising water table. The more land that is cleaed, the more land that is
lost to agriculture throughenvironmental problems caused by the land cleaing.

Australia: Queendand - Great Barr ier Red Still Under Threat

The Grea Barrier Red is surely one of the gredest natural wonders of the world - yet this has not stopped
the Australian government seaching for oil in it's pristine waters. Yet this is only one of many threds
fadng The Greda Barrier Red.

The Red is also threadened by mud - yes mud! With ever increasing land cleaing tons of sediment are
being washed into the red region. Coupled with this problemis that of dedining water quality draining into
thered that is causing red problemsfor the corals.

All these problems are but the tip of the iceberg, with gobal warming, mining, the Crown of Thorns Starfish

plague, etc. The red is srioudy under threa with ever increasing presaure being applied to it. How long
can it hold out to all of this?

Global: Kyoto - What Happens Now?

If you

Asia: Tsunami Event and the Environment

Those




5. MY LATEST TRAVEL PLANS

Talk about beming frustrated! | haven't been able to get away now for quite some time. | have even
postponed my week's holiday due on the 17th April 2005 What is happening? | just can't get away - from
work of course. So | guessthe short version isthat | don't have any travel plans at the moment - don't even
have the time to plan any travel plang!

One aeal would like to travel to in the nea future, as smething of a day trip or weekend trip, is the wine
region of the Hunter Valley. This areais pretty much right next doar to me here. | actually want to get some
redly good shots of some vineyards for the web site and some future pages on wineries and wines. Y ou see
| don't mind the odd glassof wine or two. | have agreat little wine cooler full of wineswhich | enjoy with a
med (not the whole codler full, just the odd glassor two). So that's something 1'd like to dosoon.

I'm also thinking that | might look into some aeas of the Hawkesbury when | adually get my week's
holiday. I'd like to look more into the Old North Road and a number of national parks within the
Hawkesbury region.

| do have afew larger trips beginning to ruminate in my mind, but | probably shouldn't mention those just
yet - not urtil they become more redity than imagination anyhow.

6. OXFAM CHALLE NGE NEPAL TREK: 1-14May 2006

The latest Oxfam Challenge is to be held in Nepal, trekking through the anazng wilderness that is the
Himalayas. This challenge will take placefrom the 1st to the 14th of May, 2006 If you want to participate
in this trek you reed to first pay the $30Q00 registration fee ad then raise $500000 to pay for the trip, as
well as suppart the various Oxfam Community Aid Abroad projeds.

For more information on Oxfam Challenge Nepal Trek visit:

htt p://www.oxfam.or g.au/chall enge/nepal .html

7. KEVINOSWILDERNESSWALKERSMAIL GROUP:

Asociated with Kevin©s Wil derness Journeys web site is the ©Kevin©s Wil dernessWalkers Mail Group.© T

mail group currently only has a few members and very littl e in the way of adivity. One of the members
(other than myself) has posted some photos in the photo album of her visits to the Colo and Wollemi
wilderness area west of Sydney. Hopefully as more people join the group there will be a1 increase in
adivity.

Why join the mail group? A good question. The group gives an oppatunity for those who love wil derness
and the bush, espedally in Australia, to share their experiences and perhaps pass on information about
destinations, tradk conditions, etc, to other group members. By doing so there is an oppatunity to assst

others who are planning trips to the same aeg etc. When you think about it, the oppatunities for the
sharing of information are limitl ess

Visit the group at: http://gr oups.yahoo.com/group/K evins wildwalkers/

8. THE WILDERNESS ®)CIETY - AUSTRALIA:

The Wilderness Society of Australia is committed to the promotion, restoration and preservation of
wilderness aaoss Australia. The society is a high profile organisation which often uses techniques that

4




many of us perhaps don't agree with. Many of their protests could simply be described as gunts, yet you
couldn't but agreethat they always bring attention to the cause they are seeking to publicise.

The Wilderness Society of Australia has a grea web site which provides much up to date information
relating to isaues fadng the wild areas of Australia and then some. There is an interesting projed currently
underway cdled WildCourtry, aimed at reforming Australia's approac to conservation isales aaoss the
courtry.

Visit The WildernessSociety online &:
htt p://www.wildernessor g.au/

Visit the WildCountry site &:
http://www.wil dernessor g.au/campaigns/wil dcountry/

9. AUSTRALIAN WORLD HERITAGE AREAS

Australia has an interesting array of world heritage aeas preserving areas of grea interest to travell ers of
varying types, espedaly those interested in wilderness Over the last couple of isues we have been
focusing on some of Australias World Heritage Areas, such as Lord Howe Island (see the last isaue).
Kevin's Walk on the Wildside will continue to look at these aeas in coming issues. It is possble however
to jump ahead of the e2zne and have abit of alook at al the sites and even to have alook at others around
the world (there ae many of them).

There ae some truly magnificent Australian World Heritage Areas including the Tasmanian Wilderness
Kakadu National Park, Shark Bay, Purnuulu National Park, The Greaer Blue Mountains and the Wet
Tropics of Queendand.

The UNESCO World Heritage Centre page on Australian sitesis found at:
http://whc.unesco.or g/pg.cfm?cid=246& id_state=9

Pick up the latest World Heritage Newsletter at:
http://whc.unesco.or g/pg.cfm?cid=125
10. OTHER INTERESTING WEB SITES

Australian Wil dernessPhoto Gall ery
htt p://www.ginini.com.au/wildernesd

David Bail ey Panoramic Photography
htt p://www.davidbail ey.com.au/

Geoff Murray Wildernessand Landscgpe Photography

htt p://www.geoff murr ay.com/

11 SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

If you would like to subscribe to ©Kevin©s Walkn the Wild Side© simply send an email to Kevin at

nrbcpastorkev@yahoo.com.au and let me know. If you want to unsubscribe, simply send me an email and
let me know. Members of the mail group automaticaly get a wpy of the ezne & part of the group.




