ISUE 13: JULY-AUGUST 2005

Welcome to the new isaue of ‘Kevin's Walk on the Wildside.” | hope you weren’t planning any tripsin the
last week or so (late June 2005 - way too wet for most wildernessoutings I'd say. | know | was unable to
adhieve agred ded in the way of wilderness adventures during this week of the big wet. Never-the-less|
won't complain too loudly, | was very happy to missout on the walks given that the dry eath in NSW
desperately needed the drink - and didn’t the eatern regions get adrink!

| missed the snow in the Barrington Tops by a whisker - the snow was there when | arrived in Gloucester
but | dedded to head on up the next day. When the next day came awhole heg of rain had falen and the
snow was all gone. Later in the trip | was going to visit Woko National Park but that was gopped thanks to
the condition of the accesroad - the gravel accessroad was being worked on during a week of rain. So |
missed out on achieving several goals - well, there's always next time | guess

If you have ay feedbadk on the site please let me know about it. All you have to dois end an email to me
at the aldressbelow:

nrbcpastor kev@yahoo.com.au
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1. WILDERNESSNEWS

In this sedion of the newsletter | try to bring you important conservation, environmental and wil derness
news, as well as linksto more information.

Thailand: The M ekong Giant Catfish

In the Mekong River there eists a fish scientificdly known as Pangasianodon ggas, or the Mekong Giant
Catfish. This fish is enormous and is able to read a size of 3 metres in length. It is the worlds' largest
freshwater fish. Once numbering in the thousands, fishing has reduced the numbers of this fish to perhaps a
few dozen only. Also threaening the fish is the dedine in water quality in the Mekong River and the
destruction of important spawning gounds.




In the news this week is a report that the largest ever Mekong Giant Catfish was caught by fishermen and
eden after it died. This fish is now fadng extinction and conservation bodes like the World Wil dlife Fund
are working herd to try and save this magnificent fish.

For more information visit:
htt p://www.wor Idwil dlife.or g/news/displayPR.cfm?pr | D=207
http://www.ar kive.or g/spedes/ GES/fish/Pangasianodon_gigas/

United States: Arkansas - [vory-Bill ed Woodpeder

There has been an amazng discovery in the United States with news that the Ivory-Bill ed Woodpedker,
long thought to be extinct, has been spotted in the wilds of Arkansas. The Ivory-Bill ed Woodpedker is the
largest woodpedker in North America

The woodpedker has been found in the aeaof Arkansas known as the Big Woods, a huge aeaof pristine
wildernesswhich is currently a battleground as conservationists try to save @& much of the aea & possble.
The rediscovery of the Ivory-Bill ed Woodpedker has provided invaluable proof of the need to conserve not
only this areg but other large aeas of wilderness This large bird long thought to be extinct has been living
inthislarge aeaof wilderness- what else may yet be found in other large trads of wil derness?

For more information visit:
http://www.wor Idwil dlife.or g/news/woodpedker.cfm
http://www.birds.cor nell .edu/ivory/

2. KEVIN'SWILDERNESSJOURNEYS:
Web Site

I've been able to do a littl e work on the site and
have now made dl photos relating to my Oztrip 1
more accasble to all. There has also been a few
other littl e alditions and improvements aaossthe
site.

There is adso a new link on the front page
diredory - to Ausquaria, my aguarium site. Why
not pop over and have aquick look. It's ealy days
at the site but progress is being made.

Visit the web site &:
http://wildernessesmartweb.com/index.html

3. NATIONAL PARKSASSOCIATION OF NSW

The National Parks Association of NSW seeks to work with the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service
(NPWS) in proteding our natural environment and heritage in New South Wales. If you would like to join
the NPA and/or find out more simply visit the web site below. The NPA also has an online store, which can
be readed viathe URL below.

Fore more information visit:
htt p://www.npansw.or g.au/web/index.htm




4. FROGS AUSTRALIA NETWORK

Augtralia, like most of the world, has a problem with frogs - that is, with the dedine in native frog
populations. The Frogs Australia Network is al about conserving Australias frog and increasing avail able
information about them and locd populations.

The site includes a grea ded of information relating to Australian frogs, including a latest news sdion.
The news dion also includes news of new spedes of frogs discovered in New South Wales forests.

For more information visit:
http://www.frogsaustralia.net.au

5. NSW STATE FORESTS

We often hea much of travelling to National Parks for camping tolidays or bushwalks, but have you
considered visiting a NSW State Forest? There ae many oppatunities for bushwalking and camping in
State Forests, as well as many other pasgble thingsto doin aNSW State Forest.

For more information on passble thingsto dovisit:
http://www.forest.nsw.gov.au/recreation/default.asp

If you need a starting point visit the NSW State Forests web site &:
http://www.forest.nsw.gov.au/

6. OXFAM CHALLE NGE

Eadh isaue | have been highlighting upcoming Oxfam Challenges - currently Oxfam is organising another
four challenges. Threeinvolve gycling (China, Sri Lanka and Vietnam-Camboda), whil e the fourth is atrek

(Nepal).

For the latest information visit:
htt p://www.oxfam.or g.au/chall enge/

7. KEVINOSWILDERNESSWALKERSMAIL GROUP:

Asociated with Kevin©#Vil derness Journeys web site is the ©Kevin©s Wil dernessWalkers Mail Group.© Th
mail group currently only has a few members and very littl e in the way of adivity. One of the members
(other than myself) has posted some photos in the photo album of her visits to the Colo and Wollemi
wilderness area west of Sydney. Hopefully as more people join the group there will be a increase in
adivity.

Why join the mail group? A good question. The group gives an oppatunity for those who love wil derness
and the bush, espedally in Australia, to share their experiences and perhaps pass on information about
destinations, tradk conditions, etc, to other group members. By doing so there is an oppatunity to assst
others who are planning trips to the same aeg etc. When you think about it, the oppatunities for the
sharing of information are limitl ess

Visit the group at: http://gr oups.yahoo.com/group/K evins wildwalkers/




8. AUSTRALIAN BUSH HERITAGE FUND:

The Australian Bush Heritage Fund is one of those organisations | intend to join but haven't yet done so -
perhaps writing this will be the prompt | need to doso. The ‘Fund' seeks to save Australian bush for future
generations. In effed it buys badk important regions and saves them from development, cleaing, etc.
Alrealy the ‘Fund' has saved 1/4 of amilli on hedares.

Why not visit the site and have alook at the latest newdetter? There ae aother three reserves that have
recently been acuired by the ‘Fund' and there aticles on ead. There is also the promise of other
properties oon to be aquired.

Perhaps you would like to join and/or donate to the Australian Bush Heritage Fund?

For more information visit:
http://www1.bushheritage.asn.au/

9. WORLD HERITAGE AREAS- ARGENTINA
L os Glaciares National Park

Argentinais a country of amazing retural diversity, with areas of frozen wonderland to tropicd rainforest to
blazng desert. Argentina is home to a number of important World Heritage Areas including the Los
Gladares National Park.

Locaed on the Chilean border in the Andes Mountains, Los Gladares National Park rivals Antarcticawith
its icy white wonderland and gladal landforms. The aeaof Los Gladares National Park is home to the
huge Lake Argentino - at about 160km long. It is aland of rugged beauty and magnificent gladers, with
many of these gladers flowinginto gladal lakes that provide incredible vistas.

Of al the places that one wuld visit in the world, Argentina is the one place that truly captures my
imagination. Of course thereis also Antarctica but | court this as largely Australian. Perhapsiit is the many
resemblances to Antarcticathat seem to draw me to Los Gladares National Park and the anazng region of
Patagonia. Oneday | would truly love to seethis wonderful wil dernessareafor myself.

For more information visit:

http://www.wemec.or g.uk/proteded areas/data/wh/glaciare.html
http://magma.nationalgeogr aphic.com/ngm/040Yfeature3/
http://www.adventurephotogr aphs.com/patagmia/los_gaciaredfitzroy/index.asp
http://community.webshots.com/album/284197243avmoP

htt p://www.losglaciares.com/en/par que/

htt p://www.pbs.or g/fedens/patagonia/

10. OTHER INTERESTING WEB SITES

Patagmia Expedition Race

Keeping with the Patagonian theme in this edition of the ezne, why not visit the Patagonia Expedition Race
site - perhaps you would even like to enter?

For more information visit:
htt p://www.patagoniaexpeditionrace.com/in/index.htm




Survivor

OK, so most people hate redity shows - but Survivor is a show I'm into. Why? Well it's sort of wil derness
in away! Well, they visit some of the world's wild places - however, I'm not too sure & to how well they
look after them.

Have alook at the menu for choosing a show at the top d the page to find the Survivor series you want to
have alook at.

Go on, have alook at:
htt p://www.chs.com/primetime/sur vivor/

The Amazing Race

While on redity shows, | also like The Amazng Race Contestants get to see ahuge anournt of the world if
they stay in the game and doa hegp of things in some truly amazng places - again, not redly wildernessbut
| still li ke to watch the show and seethe world asit passes by son quickly.

Have alook at the menu for choosing a show at the top d the page to find the Amazng Raceseries you
want to have alook at.

Vit the site &:

htt p://www.chs.com/primetime/amazing_race/

The Australian Museum Online

Visit the site &:

htt p://www.amonline.net.au/

11 SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

If you would like to subscribe to ©Kevin©s Walk on the Wild Side,© simply send an email to Kevin

nrbcpastorkev@yahoo.com.au and let me know. If you want to unsubscribe, simply send me an email and
let me know. Members of the mail group automaticaly get a wpy of the ezne & part of the group.




